
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Thursday 7’th 
February 2008 at 7.00pm in the Spencer Room, The Glebe, Sutton. 
 
Present:     Mr A Wood (AW)   - Sutton Parish Council 
        Mr P Goddard (PG)  -  Haddenham Parish Council 
                   Mrs P Wilson (PW)  -  Haddenham Parish Council 
                   Mr G Wilson (GW)  - Haddenham Parish Council 
        Mrs J Manning (JM)  - Haddenham Parish Council 
 
 
Clerk:        Mr O Mc Laughlin (OM)  - Earith Villagers’ Association 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the meeting 
 

It was agreed that Mrs J Manning should Chair the meeting. 
 
2. Introduction of new members 
 
None 
 
3. Apologies for absence 
 

Apologies were received from: 
 
Mr R Jones   - Earith Parish Council 
Mr P Brace   - Earith Parish Council 
Mrs J Gutteridge   - Bluntisham Parish Council 
Mrs K Searle   -  Bluntisham Parish Council 
Mrs M Lumb   - Bluntisham Parish Council 

 
 
4. Update on action points from the previous meeting 
 

a. Neighbourhood Panel Event 
 
PW attended the Neighbourhood Panel meeting on behalf of the HCV Group and 
was elected as Chair.  This particular panel covers the west of East Cambs 
district and therefore includes most of the villages represented on the HCV group. 
There were 8 to 10 police personnel present including inspector Alan Savill, and 
John Fuller the police co-ordinator.  
 
As there was a HCV item was on the agenda, PW read the paper written by 
Elizabeth Stazicker entitled “Heavy Commercial Vehicles: Restoring and 
Preserving the Quality of Life in our Villages”. It was generally agreed that this 
paper was well written and argued. 
 
Each village was asked what their particular problems were. These included 
speeding, HCV issues, parking, dog fouling, street lighting and antisocial 
behaviour. 
 
The elected panel were asked to nominate their priorities from the list of problems 
mentioned. The two priorities chosen were Green Laning and anti-social 
behaviour. The police advised the panel not to pick speeding or HCV as speeding 
is an ongoing issue, and someone is coming to the next meeting on Monday April 
28’th at 7pm at the Glebe to talk specifically about HCVs. This panel has parish, 
district and county council representation.  
 



These panel events are particularly useful for highlighting issues as anyone can 
attend them, people can be co-opted on to the panel, and even the problems not 
prioritised at the meetings will still be actioned. They therefore provide an 
effective method of bridging the gap between discussion and action. 
 

There are follow up meetings of the Neighbourhood Action Group (NAG). This is 
the umbrella group for the Neighbourhood Panels. The NAG is a one year pilot. 

 
It is very important that as many people as possible come to the meeting on 
the April 28’th where the HCV issue will be on the agenda.  
 
 

b. Nominal Funding 
 
The meeting had no information on whether Parish Council members had 
approached councils for nominal funding.  
 

c. Cycling 
It was agreed that cycling should be brought up at the next Neighbourhood 
Panel. 
 

d. HCV Limits 
It was agreed to bring the European HCV document to the next Panel as well. 

 
 

5. Tackling Congestion Briefing Meeting – January 30’th 
 

GW reported on the meeting. 73,000 new houses are planned in the 
Cambridgeshire  region over the next 10 years. Money is available for congestion 
management which is conditional on introducing congestion charging. A  £3.50 - 
£5 charge per day to enter the congestion zone around Cambridge is being 
suggested,  
 
GW asked what the increase in HCV traffic would be required just in order to 
build these houses. These are not even considered in the plans. He raised the 
idea of new roads and by-passes which was dismissed out of hand.   
 
There are exhibitions on this topic. Wednesday 13’th Feb at St. Ives at the Free 
Church from 4pm to 9pm. You can also fill in the questionnaire on the 
Cambridgeshire web-site. www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/congestion. 
 
JM reported on the response to COPE from the CCC on the congestion issue. 
 
There is a lack of concern by developers and planners at the impact of all the 
development in the villages. Yet most people are concerned about this above all 
other issues.  

 
 
6. Date of next meeting 
 

Date to be notified following the next Neighbourhood Panel meeting. 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.15pm. 
 

 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/congestion

